THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
good time have ranged themselves with die future
administration.
*Hcrr Hider and Signer Mussolini thus acknowledge
General Franco as the liberator of his country. They
well realise that behind him are all the religious,
patriotic and sane elements of the nation.
'This acceptance of this conquering regime has long
been foreseen and pointed out by the Daily Mail, for
both Germany ana Italy have always made it abun-
dandy clear that they would not tolerate the establish-
ment of another Bolshevist Republic in Europe. . . .
'Great Britain should now show regard for realities
and lose no time in recognising General Franco's
Government/
It will be noted that six months after the date of
the article Franco had not yet even captured the
Spanish capital The second extract, from the Morn-
ing Post, is on the morrow of the decision, in defiance
of Franco, to send food into Bilbao. The Morning
Porfsays:
'British food-ships have reached Bilbao, and every-
body here is pleased, because the Basques are interesting
people and nobody wants to see them starving.
'The food was rushed to Bilbao by British ships under
cover of the guns of H.M,S. Hood. There are no mile-
posts marking the three-mile limit; and if there were,
they would be no good to Franco's warships, for the
three-mile limit is covered by the Bilbao batteries.
'Thus by a purely arbitrary action (for a state of par-
tial belligerency, that is to say, being a belligerent
within the three-mile limit but not outside it, is un-
known to International Law) Britain sides with the
Madrid Government and robs Franco of his belligerent
right* at the point of the Hood's guns.
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